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In the End

By DEBORA BABIN KATZ

Last week in this scries, we visited the
Weston houses whose history dutes as far back
as a land grant in 1696. Now, as we end our
journcy down _ this ancient path, we

' 225565 will visit a unique his-
: torical dwelling - The
Ebenezer Wormall
House. Itisawell-preserved ex-
I ample of carly 1700 architecture.
and contains the only dining room
in town that was once Duxbury’s first school-
house. ‘
- A pathway can be more than just a means
.toanend. Itcan lead us to remarkable indi-
viduals whose photographs and stories never
die, but instead continue to educate us on the
importance of ancestral history and preserv-
ing our past.

A Journey Down Surplus Street "]

——

Ebenezer Wormall

232 Surplus Street
It seems fitting to end our journey down Sur-
plus Street with a house once owned and occu- |
picd by William and Marion Nash. They were
strong proponents of land and building prescrva-
tion. William, or Bill as everyone in town called |
him, was the president of the Duxbury Rural and _

continued on page 18
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continued from page one

Historical Socicty (DR&HS)
from 1963 through 1965, He
“sparked the drive™ to purchase
the King Caesar Housc, now a
muscum house of the DR&HS,
while Marion would spear head
e new gardens of the King
Cucsitr House, bringing in cx-
perts on historic gardening, wnd
then planting with the Garden
Committee the appropriate
plants and flowers, She would
spend endless hours caring for
the socicty's gardens. The Gar-
den Committee placed an en-
arved stepping stone leading
tothie King Cawsar House's gar-
dens in her memory after her
deathin 1975, A tree was also
phanted in front of the King
Cacsar House to recognize
Marion Nash. s plague has
become embuedded in the trunk
as the tree conlinues to grow
and honor a woman dedicated
10 plants and preservation.
Soon after purchasing the
Ebenezer Wormall house,

A Journey Down Surplus Street

ety

AP

A e

Seein

g Surplus Street

through Facey's Lenses

.By DEBORA BABIN KA'I‘Z

"In 1956. a conlrnclor Workmg an the restoration of Churlic
*‘and Ky¢ Rogcrson s historical house on Surplus Strect came
ucross some old stuff and quickly recognized its importance.
“ There, in the caves of the house, was a box filled with glass
plmc negatives which former owner William Facey had taken
during the tum of the tast century. This collection, depicting
» the town and its people, would prove to be one or Duxbury's
‘', most valuable picto-
rial records.
William Faccey
came to Duxbury
from St Johns, New-
foundland, in 1884 to
work as atelegrapher
for the French Atlan-
1 tic Cable whose of-
fice was located on
Washington Street, in
the former Duxbury
Bank built by Ezra
| Weston 1[ in 1833,
“The French Adantic
Cable arrived on the
shores of Duxbury in
'1859; becoming the .
“fiest linc. of direet’
: submnrlnc éommunications lo ilie Unlls.d States. “The cable
-, was putled back from Abrams Hill and sunk in the bed of the
- fiver around Cove Street Beach, then extended in a trench up
> Cave Street to the old Bank Building,” noted Franklin K.
“Hoyt-in: hns extensive rescarch, the French Atlantic Cable

‘ 'Mahel‘ Cushing Facey wlth’ nnn of the
- Fatey bablas. Pholo laken by Willlam
i,Facq 190 c.mm dpn&us

BIII and Mariun Hash on Duxhury Beach

Cortesy of Polly ond Jodut Nash

© 1869, 1t 0peralcd there until alter World War 1L
‘Hoytis qmcl. 10 point out how the success of the French
~ Atlantic cable Trom Brest, France (o the shores of Duxbury

This plaque honnring Mallon
Nash is found In the steps lead-
ing lo the King Cacsar House's
gardens,

Pliester By Debera Babin Kotz

Nash, his daughier-in-lw. Not
surprising the old school
house's mcasurements, docu-
memted as IR feet long, 15 feet
widle il six feet between the
joints. matched exactly to the
dining room of the Ebenczer

known then as the Nabby
Brewster House, Bill Nash sel
oul on a mission to rescarch
their old house and large bar.
He would not give up until he
had tumed every page of town
records and uncovered any
deed related o the property.
“le was so excited when he
found in the March 14, 1736
Town Record, the transfer of
the town's school house build-
ing to Ebenezer Wormall. He
ran home, climbed through a
small opening, so bigger than
ashoe box, in the ceiling of the
dining room und began taking
measurements,” recalled Polly

Wormall kouse,

While in the attie Nashitook
notes on the nerials and con-
struction, commenting on the
exposed, rough sawed pine
planking and lack of nail holes,
which would mean the build-
ing had been moved in its cn-
tirety and attached 1o the main
house, not dismantled.  Nash
also observed the ralters as be-
ing more than six feet apant and
some of them “simply tree
trunks, rounded in shape from
which bark has been removed.”
He also found a treasure in the
western caves- o hand-made
shuttle used in weaving.

once Duxbury's lirst schoolhouse.

The Ebsnezer Wormall House built lu 1136 The middle pnmon was

Phato By Shelly Rabin

When Bill and Marion Nash
puchased the house in 1946,
Bill was warking as the Busi-
ness Manager of Millon Acd-
emy. e had graduated from
Harvard in 1913, served inthe
Navy during World War | and
then worked in the wool nuny-
facturing business wntil the
Greut Depression when he los
his job. “Those who lived
through it know what a real fi-
nancial crisis is. Stores closed.
people were paid in IOU's. and
the banks shut their doors.
Nothing like it has happened
since,” said Nash at age 90
years old during an interview
with  reporter  Nancy
McCafferty for the Duxbury
Clipper. Marion and Bill were
very frugal people, they had
survived the Depression, noted
Pally Nash who described her
mother-in-law making her own
saap and vsing every part of a
chicken to stretch the meals it
could provide.

Onc day, Murion and Bill
Nash reccived a call from an
ald fricnd and realtor, Percy
Walker, about the Ebenczer
Wormall House. The couple fell
in love with the ten-acre prop-
erty and began their plans to
retire there. It quickly became
their pre-retirement project imd
wcampaign (o resore it noted
their son John Nash,

They would add a small
hedroom on the first floor, In
keeping with (he antiquity of
the house, Bil) Nash plll‘Lhd\cd
with a friend an ol barn in
Marshficld. “It cost me one
dollar: of conne, disnintling
cost much more,” e once re-
marked. Nash had all the

- was Inrgely due to “the knowledge gaincd and the equipment
and techniques perfected during the laying of an carlicr truns-
atlantic cable between Ireland and New foundland.” Itis nol

" ‘surprising William Facey. son of Samucl Fucey and Eliza.
eth Vye, came from Newfoundland to work as a telegraplier
for the French Atlantic Cable. Perhaps his Gintily had wor hed
for the transutlantic cabie there, sparking Facey's mlcn:xl in
the husiness.

He was twenty years old when e anrived in Duxbury,
renting at the Ben-
jamin_ Bosworth
Housc located at 4

_Surplus Streeton the
corner of Washing-
1on Street which ran -
us a boanding house
until it became o
summer inn called,

. ‘7he Coltage by the .

. Sea inthe 1890s,.

‘In'1892, Wilham i
Faccy marricd
. :MabelCushing, the
dnughlcr of’Famue
AL and - Joshudr AL -
Cushing. ‘She grow up not far from Sulplus Slrccl at 313
.- Washington Strect, in the I'nmnly home where seven gencra-
 tions of Cushings had lived. “Her father. Joshua Cushing,
_ was an auclioncer and real éstate agent who owned the build-
" ing ut the corncr of Water Strect and Washington Strect w! here
~ e his husiness,” noted researcher Ann Nnyu.

Soon after Willinm and Mabel's marriage, the couple
noved to 33 Surplus Strect where they raised threc children,
Edwin Thomas bomn on September 12 1895, Elizabeth Lyon
bam April 15, 1901, and their youngest son, Kenncth Brxdford
. Facey | bom on June 29, 1904,

'W‘llmm Facey, known for his story telling und humgr, was
ahle lo utiract people of all ages. “One duy my son canie
. home holding s bruwn puper bug and said, ‘Mr. Fucey told

_' e Lo give you these donut holes, Mom.' 1opened the bag 1o
find it cnmplclely empty to which my son replicd laughing,
"' *There’s nothing in it because they werc the holes,” recalled

*Bea Richards, o long time Surplus Street resident.

7 Mubel Facoy ulso drew.the atication of the younger gen-
cmtlon from the'Surplus” and Washinglon Street area- not -
lhmugh humor but whth hér baking. “When [ was a little gitl,

1 resmember my cousin taking me over to Mrs, Facey's, who

: wm nlways mdy togiveakida cookle. md Noyes.

[P .

_The Cable nonse on Washlngtnn smei ‘
whm Facev worked for d5years,
e lew by dem Kotz
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planks cleancd, reusing them to
build the addition,

When Ebenezer Wormall
purchased this land from
Nathaniel Chandler in 1736, he

19

lives whera found, Phalo circa 1900,
Caurlav o[ K, )e and Ckarlk Rnxem;n

Dunng World War Ii; lhc Rlchardx. who tived two houses
down from the Facey family on Surplus Street, kept chick-
ens, One hen often flew out of the fenced area and made her.
-way to the Facey's housc. William Facey would always re-;
! turn the chicken 10 their.pen, “I'm relugping Eleaiiar;” he s3id -} .
- toBea Rldumls one dny “Hehad named the hen after Elcangr

in rot:gh condilion.

During the work:' one  of the cmpcn(crs told me 1 necdcd
" 1o go scc the stull in the! nmc.‘which was ‘gocessible gnly 1
“through u smail-hole- in lhe gucstroom. notcd Charlie :
* Rogerson, “Thes auic caves: %
: full of glﬁss negaciv } q

mlled ROgcrson. o

" There were 170 glass plnws inall, whlch Charhc and Kye
Rogcrson donmod iothe Duxl;ury Rurql & Bnkloncul Socibty
" (DR&HS), “Ths soticty’s Library:and ‘Archives Conbmiltec’!
indexed the entire collection, created an album of pholographs ‘
;‘rmm cach plalc. and stored away the glass | collecuo

DI

+“They
Duxbu:y in the Tate. :
- His photogmph; illmtmw both me geogmphy of the fown: !

dunng the time' od s well u:people‘of»this lovclyi ;

long
‘documeat the land as'hnvmg open paslurcs. and reveal how
many of the houscs, even ones far down on. Surplns Slrcct,
hud once cnjoyed views of the bay.”

Thcrc are picturesol thc Faccy fnmlly. an !
j ing long dresses and fancy hits.’ Therq arc.photos'of histe
"'cal houses, the Yacht Club, Partridge. Amdcmy. the'Cab
house where lelmm chy vmdwd the! rilroad station, slagc-

S

Duxbury BN
i ~William Faccy wotked.a (ot
Allnntlc Cnble.‘wh!ch lnwrbwamc

pldﬁ!&ﬁ?émrply w‘ mmm 3

wham his nlass plalo nen 8-

built a simple and simall dwell-
ing. which teday is the from
scetion of the house. He was
already married (o Elizabeth
Briggs and had three childsen,
Kezinbom in 1718, Betty born
in 1720 and Abiah in 1725.
“The house is what is known
as a ‘plank’ house constructed
of vertically placed rough
sawed pine boards; shingles on
the outside and plaster within,”
neted William Nash in 1971,

Ebenezer was a farmer, like
most living in Duxbury in the
carly 1700s. This expansive
Tand must have provided plenty
of space for his cattle to graze.
The datc of the large bara lo-
cated in the rear of property -
larger than the dwelling house-
is unknown, but its sruclure is
very old and is recorded in
decds as carly as 1796. The
privy. or outhousc as we call il
today, is located inside the bam
with a door facing the rear of

The granile monument marks the
localion of the Jirst schoolhouse,
which was built along Tremonl
St. and fater moved and attached
1o the Ebenezer Wormall House.

Photo by Debor Bubin Kor:

the bara.

The “mo-sealer prlvy ol lhs Ebenem Wormall House is lecated in

FPhato By Shelly Rabin

Duxbury. Hebecame atcacher
in Boston, and wict his future
wife, Marianne, at a bascball
game at Train Ficldin Duxbury
where he was playing one
evening.

Marianne often visited the
Ehcenczer Wormall house with
her husband and children. stay-
ing over sometintes in the small
bedroom on the western side of
the ariginal part of the house,
The Hanigan's loved the

property,  Thearesa Hanigan
was known as a “tersific house-
keeper™ who always made you
wipe your feet before entering
the house,” noted Marianne
Hanigan.

A large brick well located
close to the northeast-cnd of the
house, just outside the kitchen
window, still Tunctions today
and provides water for the
lawn, “We use to store the bul
ter in the hig well, and would

the house. It is a “two scater™
which was common in liouses
with many family members. A
poem by James Whitcomb
Riley hiangs in the privy, placed
there by Bill Nash as atesta-
ment of his humor, (Sce pho-
tos)

“1 remember the bam was
full of old furniture when my
mother and father-in law lived
there in the 19205, recalled
Marianne Hanigan in a recent
interview with the Clipper.
Marianne, now 97 ycars old,
marricd William Hanigan in
1929. He was the only child of
Thearesa and Thomas Hanigan
who had purchased the
Ebenczer Wormall house, barn
and 9 ¥4 acres for S800in 1919
from James E. Cashman, Tho-
mas Hanigan worked for the
Old Colony Railroad as aticket
collector, recalled Marianne
Hanigan. “Thearesa and Tho-
mas were lovely people, and so
gracious,” she added.

Their son William was a

But in the tragedy ol life it played
Angd ofl the passing lraveler drove

1 loved it 100, but better still | tove
Tha ti'ed the evening breezes so

That flitted to and from the house
And stung my unsusgecting aunt
Then father took a flaming pole -
He nearly butned the building up,
When summer bloom began to fa

Ve did our duties promply, there

For needs must scrape the goose-

We'd bundle up the dear old man

That dear old country fand-mark;
And in the lap of luxury my lot ha

Kistlinds e
’ i ogmphy we | brie an, graduating | | Butere | die 'l eal Ihe fruit of trees | robbed of youre,
hnstoncs, son wnltcn dot;umnu { d iwl edph,olostgphs ¢ bright y.ou"-g i, .” Mdu‘“"-u' Then seek Uie shanty where my name is carved upon the door,
. Today, through Facey's lenses val ¢ | from Pastridge Academy i |1} oon e oid familiar smel vill soothe my haded soul,
I gec Surp fus St "fgn a‘whhg Téw, ﬂm‘ﬁ,.._.. conlinqed on next page I'm now a man but nona the less 1 ey he children's hole.

The Passing of the Backhouse

By James Whilcomb Ritey (1849 - 1916}

When memary keeps me company and moves to smules or lears,
A veather-beaten object tooms Ihrough the mist of years,
Behind the kouse and bam it steod, a hall a mie or more,

And hurrying feet a path had made, straight (o its swinging door.
1ts architecture was a type of simple classic arl

To see the modest hired girl stip out with glances shy.

We had our poscy garden that the women toved so wel,

And told the night-0'ertaken tramp that human life was near.
On fazy August afternoons, it made a better bower
Delightiul, when grandfather sat and while away an hour,
For Ihere (he summer morning its every charm entwined,
And the berry bushes reddened in the leeming soil behind.

All day fat spiders spun their webs 10 catch the buzzing flies,

And once a swarm ¢f hosnets bold, had buill a palace there

We barked the little building up with a heap of hemiock boughs.

But when the crust was on the snow and the sullen skies wese gray,
In winter the building was ro place where we could wish to stay.

We taried not, nor lingered long on what we left behind,
The torture of Ihe icy seat could make a Spartan sob

That from a frost incrusted nail, was suspended by a string,
My father vas a trugai man and wasted not a thing,

When grandpa had to go out back and make his morning call,

1 kniow the hole on which he sat - ‘lwas padded all around.

And once 1 dared to sit there - ‘lwas all too wide | lound

My loins were atl too Httle and | jack-knifed there to stay:

They had to come and get me out, of I'd passed avay.

Then lather said ambition was a thing that boys should shun

And | mus! use the children’s hole *till childhood days were done.

But still | marve! at the cralt that cut those holes so true,
The baby hole and the slender hole that fitted sister Sue,

a leading part;
slow and heaved a sigh

d the stronger smell
full of homely cheet

where ma was baking pies.
— | must noi leth you where,
that was a happy day,

but the hornets lelt to stay
de and winler carouse

one purpose swayed our mind,

-flesh wilh a lacerating cob,

with a muffler and a shaw

I've tramped around a bit,
s been Lo sit,
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The Ebenezer Wormall Barn, IIOII' in view leads to the mlvy
Plisto fiy Shelly Babin

In the End

continued from previgus page

hoist the pail up and down
when we needed the butter,”
recabled Hanigan, Those who
grew up on Surplus Street also
remember this well, as they
would often stop on their way
to school for a drink from Aunt
Nibhy's well,

Aunt Nabby was Abigail
Sampson Brewster.  She was
the daughter of Isaac and
Abiguil Sampson, and was born
in the house in 1801, The pur-
chase of the house by Isaac
Sampsan in 1796 was the be-
ginning of & 103-ycur owner-
ship in the property by the
Sampson-Brewster family,
Isnac Siampson bl purchased
the Ehencser Wornnill house
fur 546 dollars in 1796 from
Lot Hant, i masiser who lid
marsied Miwy Sammson in 1750,
Lot and Mary Hunt liil raised
six children in the house afier
purchasing it in 1778 from
Consider Thomas, a black-
smith,

During the Revolutionary
War, Lust Hunt commanded the
schooner Olive, owned by Cap-
tain Nathaniel Winsor, with
Thonmas Sampson and William
Winsor. The British forty-gun
ship, Chatham, scized the Ol-
ive but later relcased the
Duxbury crew, “with the loss
of their muinsail, which the en-
emy retained,” noted Justin
Winsor,

Prior 10 Lot Hunt's owner-
ship in thc property, a
cordwainer (cobbler) named
John Prior lived in the house
from 1772 to 1778, John Prior

had purchased the property for
2 shillings from George Ussel
who worked as a blacksmith,
Ussel bought the 8 scres of land
with "buildings, fencing and or-
chards thereon™ from Thomas
Prince, acting as administrator
for Ebeaczer Wormal’s estate,
back in 1748, Usscl with his
wile Mury i one daughter,
Mully, before they moved into
the house. Unfortunately,
Molly died of consumption at
the age of 18 ycars, and the fol-
lowing ycar in 1757 her mother
Mary passed away al the age of
fonty. George seniarricd within
the year to Mercy Osyer who
came o live in the Ebenczer
Wormall house.

Erom farmer, 1o blicksmith,
1o shocmaker, ko maginers, and
then to a milioad worker, this
hotse is o wonderlul example
ol all the enterprises which sus-
tained those who lived on Sur-
plus Strect.

Inthe end...

Surplus Street boasts some
of the town's most beautitully
maintained historical homes,
barns, fences and other out-
buildings. This is largely duc to
ils residents. both past and
present, who, like Marion and
Bill Nash, recognize the impor-
tance of preservation and cher-
ish this road which once led to
the Mecetinghouse and sall
masshes, In the beginning, it
was just a well womn Nalive
American trail, then a dint cart
path, later a graveled road, and
today @ paved street; but in the
end, it is really an historical
journcy down one of Duxbury's
oldest pathways.
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Paradisc is where | am...
Voltaive

CoME IN AND
DISCOVER. A NEW...

A
lﬁu\lt s

UN‘Q.UE CONCEPT
N 6ODY MASSAGE.

a .Massage

[
Al 'T} et

Il your time is valuable, this is the massage for you!
10 minuies for $10.00
From the lips of your foes fo your neck, youll fect
relaxed, limber, loose & hcalthy!
Incrense circulafion and relicve muscular paln

o Qe D
* No appointment needed
* Stay fully clothed
* Equivalent to a 45 minuic massage
* Great for all ages

* Desigined by a Chiropraclor
* GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Eartn Tones Ham SALON
£81.934.1909

1502 Tremoni Strect * Duxburny (infersection of Rt.3A and R1. 139)

HOURS: Tacs. 9-5/Wed., Thur. 9-9/ Iri. 9-5/ Saf. §-4

[ i '

Fresh Satmon Fillets

Fresh Salmon Steaks

Fresh Halibut Fillets

Fresh Hatibut Steaks

Fresh Native Swordfish Steaks
Fresh Tuna Steaks

Ftesh Scallops

Fresh Lobster Meat

LIVE LOBSTERS ||

\ I%“;‘.1 S Al

Maing Native Steamers
GREAT SOUPSY||  Fresh Litteneek Clams

Fresh Duxbury Oysters
Assoriment of Smoked Fish
Crab Cakes

Fish Cakas

Jumbo Cocked Shrimp
Large Cooked Shrimp
Colossal Large Shrimp
Fresh Native Haddock Fitlel
Fresh Native Grey Sote Fille!

Fish Chuwdaf
Clam Chowder
Seafood Chowder
Lobster Bisque

HAVEZLOBSTE

Dbt bt

SPECIALS|

BLUE FISH HAVE ARRIVEDI ¢ $6.99/LB.
Fresh Local Striped Bass ¢ $11.99/1b.

Great

RAILROAD AVE.

I VISA
—

FRESH ALL
WITH A BAG OF CAPE COD CHIPS T0 GO...

Open 7 Days ¢ Mon.-Sat. Sam-7pnv Sun. Yam-Gpm

T LOBSTER ROLLS |

for a beach lunch or easy dinner!

(ACROSS FROM FARFAR'S) ¢ DUNBURY




